Lord’s Day 31
Suggested Devotional Readings Prior to Class
Matthew 16:17-20, Matthew 18:15-20, Hebrews 13:17, Titus 1:5-9
QUESTION 83.
What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven?
ANSWER. The preaching of the holy gospel and church discipline. By
these two the kingdom of heaven is opened to believers and closed to
unbelievers.1
QUESTION 84.
How is the kingdom of heaven opened and closed by the preaching of
the gospel?
ANSWER. According to the command of Christ, the kingdom of heaven is
opened when it is proclaimed and publicly testified to each and every
believer that God has really forgiven all their sins for the sake of Christ's
merits, as often as they by true faith accept the promise of the gospel. The
kingdom of heaven is closed when it is proclaimed and testified to all
unbelievers and hypocrites that the wrath of God and eternal
condemnation rest on them as long as they do not repent. According to
this testimony of the gospel, God will judge both in this life and in the life
to come.1
QUESTION 85.
How is the kingdom of heaven closed and opened by church
discipline?
ANSWER. According to the command of Christ, people who call
themselves Christians but show themselves to be unchristian in doctrine
or life are first repeatedly admonished in a brotherly manner. If they do not
give up their errors or wickedness, they are reported to the church, that is,
to the elders. If they do not heed also their admonitions, they are forbidden
the use of the sacraments, and they are excluded by the elders from the
Christian congregation, and by God Himself from the kingdom of Christ.1
They are again received as members of Christ and of the church when
they promise and show real amendment.2
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Proof Texts for Lord’s Day 31
Lords Day 31 [Q&A 83.1]
Matthew 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
John 20:21-23 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you as the Father
has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from
any, it is withheld.”
Lords Day 31 [Q&A 84.1]
Matthew 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
John 3:31-36 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the
earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes
from heaven is above all. He bears witness to what he has seen and heard,
yet no one receives his testimony. Whoever receives his testimony sets his
seal to this, that God is true. For he whom God has sent utters the words
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son
and has given all things into his hand. Whoever believes in the Son has
eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God remains on him.
John 20:21-23 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you as the Father
has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from
any, it is withheld.”
Lords Day 31 [Q&A 85.1]
Matthew 18:15-20 If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault,
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your
brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you,
that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
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witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a
tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it
will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there amI among them.”
I Corinthians 5:3-5; 11-13 For though absent in body, I am present in
spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one
who did such a thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord
Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are
to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord….But now I am writing to you
not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty
of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or
swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with
judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to
judge? God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among
you.”
II Thessalonians 3:14, 15 If anyone does not obey what we say in this
letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that he
may be ashamed. Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a
brother.
Lords Day 31 [Q&A 85.1]
Luke 15:20-24 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still
a long way oﬀ, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they
began to celebrate.
II Corinthians 2:6-11 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is
enough, so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may
be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. So I beg you to reaﬃrm your love
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for him. For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you
are obedient in everything. Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive.
Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your
sake in the presence of Christ, so that we would not be outwitted by
Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs..
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