Lord’s Day 21—Part 2
Suggested Devotional Readings Prior to Class
Acts 8:4-24, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, 1Peter 1
QUESTION 55.
What do you understand by the communion of saints?
ANSWER. First, that believers, all and everyone, as members of Christ
have communion with Him and share in all His treasures and gifts.1
Second, that everyone is duty-bound to use his gifts readily and cheerfully
for the benefit and well-being of the other members.2
QUESTION 56.
What do you believe concerning the forgiveness of sins?
ANSWER. I believe that God, because of Christ's satisfaction, will no more
remember my sins,1 nor my sinful nature, against which I have to struggle
all my life,2 but He will graciously grant me the righteousness of Christ,
that I may never come into condemnation.3
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Lords Day 21 [Q&A 55.1]
Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
I Corinthians 6:17 ….But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit
with him.
I Corinthians 12:4-7, 12, 13 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good….For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For
in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves
or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
I John 1:3 … that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,
so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 55.2]
Romans 12:4-8 For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one
body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that
diﬀer according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in
his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
I Corinthians 12:20-27 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to
the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body
that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body,
giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no division
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in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suﬀers, all suﬀer together; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.
I Corinthians 13:1-7 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but
have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have
not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.
Philippians 2:4-8 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 56.1]
Psalms 103:3, 4, 10, 12 ...who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with
steadfast love and mercy, ....He does not deal with us according to our
sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities....as far as the east is from
the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Micah 7:18, 19 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over
transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his
anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. He will again have
compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all
our sins into the depths of the sea.
II Corinthians 5:18-21 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
Page 102 of 162

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.
I John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin….
I John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also
for the sins of the whole world.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 56.2]
Romans 7:21-25 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I
see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind
and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
John 3:17, 18 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God.
John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but
has passed from death to life.
Romans 8:1, 2 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ
Jesus from the law of sin and death.
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