Lord’s Day 21—Part 1
Suggested Devotional Readings Prior to Class
Matthew 16:13-28, Ephesians 2:11-22, Acts 20:17-32
QUESTION 54.
What do you believe concerning the holy catholic Christian church?
ANSWER. I believe that the Son of God,1 out of the whole human race,2
from the beginning of the world to its end,3 gathers, defends, and
preserves for Himself,4 by His Spirit and Word,5 in the unity of the true
faith,6 a church chosen to everlasting life.7 And I believe that I am8 and
forever shall remain a living member of it.9
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Proof Texts for Lord’s Day 21
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.1]
John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.
Acts 20:28 Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,…
Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.2]
Genesis 26:4 I will multiply your oﬀspring as the stars of heaven and will
give to your oﬀspring all these lands. And in your oﬀspring all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”
Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's
staﬀ from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be
the obedience of the peoples.
Rev. 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and
nation.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.3]
Isaiah 59:21 And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD:
“My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth,
shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your oﬀspring, or
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out of the mouth of your children's oﬀspring,” says the LORD, “from this
time forth and forevermore.”
I Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.4]
Psalms 129:1-5 Psalm 129:01-05 “Greatly have they aﬄicted me from my
youth”—let Israel now say—“Greatly have they aﬄicted me from my youth,
yet they have not prevailed against me. The plowers plowed upon my
back; they made long their furrows.” The LORD is righteous; he has cut
the cords of the wicked. May all who hate Zion be put to shame and
turned backward!
Matthew 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
John 10:27-30 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's
hand. I and the Father are one.”.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.5]
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.
Romans 10:14-17 How then will they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are
the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard
from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ.
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Ephesians 5:26 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by
the washing of water with the word,. . . .
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.6]
Acts 2:42-47 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day
by day those who were being saved.
Ephesians 4:1-6 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs
to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.7]
Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers.
Ephesians 1:3-14 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has
blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,
which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
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Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.8]
I John 3:14, 19-21 We know that we have passed out of death into life,
because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death….
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart
before him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our
heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn
us, we have confidence before God.
Lords Day 21 [Q&A 54.9]
Psalms 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
John 10:27, 28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will
snatch them out of my hand.
I Corinthians 1:4-9 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the
grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you
were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— even as the
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— so that you are not
lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
I Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven
for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
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